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JUL 17 2002

Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission

44S 12th Street. SW Portals II Building
Washington. DC 20544

Re: The Wireless Telecommunications Bureau Requestfor Comment on Wireless Local
Number Portability Forbearance Petition Filed by Verizon Wireless. WT Docket No.
01-184

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On September 21. 200I the New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission filed comments
opposed to granting any aspect of the Verizon Wireless petition fI.1ed in the above­
captioned proceeding, as anticompetitive and inhibiting number conservation efforts.

The New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission would like to underscore the
importance of wireless LNP to the New Hampshire area code, 603. Area code 603 is
rapidly approaching exhaust. New Hampshire implemented thousand-block number
pooling in May 2001 pursuant to delegated authority. Land1ine provider participation in
pooling reduced the number of code assignments dramatically. We then had reason to
believe that exhaust had been pushed out many months. ifnot years.

Since then, the payment arrangeTI1ents between wireless and wirelinc carriers have been
changed, such that wireless carriers now demand NXX codes in dozens of exchanges in
the state, so as to offer toll-free statewide service and not incur certain charges from
landline transporters. This has caused wireless carriers to demand greatCT numbers of
codes. Currently, almost all code requests are from wireless carriers (28 out 31 within
the last six months). The demand for codes has held steady at an average of three codes
per month, even though there is no growth in the number ofwireless carriers in the state.
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At the current average ofthree codes per month, New Hampshire's area code is
scheduled to exhaust the first quarter of 2004, primarily because ofcode requests from
wireless carriers. Expeditious implementation ofwireless LNP under the Commission's
existing orders would forestall that exhaust. Note that pooling alone will not avail,
because the differences in underlying calling areas mean that for all practical purposes
any given wireless carrier could only "pool" with itself, a meaningless concept.

We also urge the Commission to consider the impact offorebearance on the
competitiveness of wireless service. Customers would like to take their landline number
with them when they move to wireless for their basic service, as many are doing. Absent
portability, customers are for practical purposes locked into their current providers.

Wireless carriers have had numerous opportunities to bring themselves into compliance
with the Commission's directives. We respectfully request that the FCC deny Verizon's
petition and implement wireless LNP with penalties for any delay. We urge the
Commission to act before inaction results in the approval ofthe forebearance petition as
filed.

Ifyou have any questions about this filing, please do not hesitate to contact Jody O'Marra
ofour Staff, at 603-271-2431 or email@Puc.state.nh.us.

Thomas Getz, Chllim:lLaft/
New Hampshire Public Utilities CommiSllion

ce.: Han. Judd Gregg, United States Senate
Hon. Bob Smith, United States Senate
Hon. Charles Bass, United States House ofRepresentatives
Hon. John Sununu, United States House ofRepresentatives
Hon. Jeanne Shaheen, Governor
Hon. John Thomas, Chair. Telecommunications Oversight Committee
Hon. Jeb Bradley, Chair, Joint Science and Technology Committee
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detail on their post-merger transition plan with regard to existing NRTC
subscribers.

Although the agreement between DIRECTV and the NRTC may differ in
ways from the agreement between Dominion and EchoStar, the two agreements do
have common points. They both address programming and require the same
equipment to be used to receive the respective programming services, i.e.
DIRECTVINRTC, DominionIDISH. Both DIRECTV and NRTC subscribers utilize
the same equipment as is true for those who subscribe to the program services of
both Dominion and DISH. Further, although the NRTC distributes DIRECTV's
programming service, Dominion subscribers, who seek the more regular fare of
satellite programming services, also subscribe to DISH because the Dominion
programming service is primarily directed to religious programming. The
agreement between Dominion and EchoStar recognizes the inter-relationship of
each provider's programming.

Given the recent communication between the parties to the above referenced
application for transfer of control and the Commission staff regarding the NRTC
subscribers, Dominion renews its request that, should the Commission grant the
application for authority to transfer control, it include a condition on subscriber
receive equipment that requires Dominion's subscribers to be treated
commensurate with DISH's own subscribers. Further, the conditional access
system to be used by a merged entity is to be made available for common use by
Dominion as is the present EchoStar conditional access system. The requested
conditions will serve the public interest by assuring that the hundreds of thousands
of Dominion viewers will continue to be served with the programming of their
choice.

Very truly yours,

~z~o-.~
Counsel for Dominion Video
Satellite, Inc.

cc: JimBird
David Sappington
Barbara Esbin
Julius Knapp
JoAnn Lucanik
Royce Dickens Sherlock
Donald Stockdale
Douglas Webbink
Marcia Glauberman
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July 9, 2002

W. Kenneth Ferree
Chief, Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20054

MARVlN ROSENBERG
202-457·7147
:mrosenbc@.bldaw.com

Re: Consolidated Application ofEchoStar Communications
Corporation, Hughes Electronics Corporation, and General Motors
Corporation-for Authority to Transfer of Control, CS Docket
No. 01-348

Dear Mr. Ferree:

On April 29, 2002, Dominion Video Satellite, Inc. ("Dominion") held a
meeting at the Federal Communications Commission with members of the
Commission's task force who are considering the above referenced application.
At the meeting, Dominion addressed the fact that, pursuant to its Direct Broadcast
Service Transponder Lease, Channel Use and Programming Agreement with
EchoStar Communications Corporation, Dominion's subscribers utilize the identical
receive equipment as is used by EchoStar's DISH subscribers. While the
conditional access system is comm.on, subscribers are separately authorized for each
of the services.

The Commission recognizes that DIRECTV has a Distribution Agreement
with the National Rural Telecommunications Cooperative ("NRTC") by which the
NRTC is a distributor ofDIRECTV's equipment and programming service.
Dominion notes the ex-parte letter filed by the parties to the above referenced
application on June 28, 2002 addressing their telephone conversation with
Commission staffmembers in which they responded to a request for additional

-~- --_ .. -------- ------------------------
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detail on their post-merger transition plan with regard to existing NRTC
subscribers.

Although the agreement between DIRECTV and the NRTC may differ in
ways from the agreement between Dominion and EchoStar, the two agreements do
have common points. They both address programming and require the same
equipment to be used to receive the respective programming services, Le.
DIRECTVINRTC, DominionIDISH. Both DIRECTV and NRTC subscribers utilize
the same equipment as is true for those who subscribe to the program services of
both Dominion and DISH. Further, although the NRTC distributes DIRECTV's
programming service, Dominion subscribers, who seek the more regular fare of
satellite programming services, also subscribe to DISH because the Dominion
programming service is primarily directed to religious programming. The
agreement between Dominion and EchoStar recognizes the inter-relationship of
each provider's programming.

Given the recent communication between the parties to the above referenced
application for transfer ofcontrol and the Commission staff regarding the NRTC
subscribers, Dominion renews its request that, should the Commission grant the
application for authority to transfer control, it include a condition on subscriber
receive equipment that requires Dominion's subscribers to be treated
commensurate with DISH's own subscribers. Further, the conditional access
system to be used by a merged entity is to be made available for common use by
Dominion as is the present EchoStar conditional access system. The requested
conditions will serve the public interest by assuring that the hundreds of thousands
of Dominion viewers will continue to be served with the programming of their
choice.

Very truly yours,

rfJ1J~~
Marvin Rosenberg
Counsel for Dominion Video
Satellite, Inc.

cc: Jim Bird
David Sappington
Barbara Esbin
Julius Knapp
JoAnn Lucanik
Royce Dickens Sherlock
Donald Stockdale
Douglas Webbink
Marcia Glauberman
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July 9, 2002

W. Kenneth Ferree
Chief, Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20054

MARVlN ROSENBERG
202-157·1147
ml"08eDbeliIiklaw.com

Re: Consolidated Application ofEchoStar Communications
Corporation, Hughes Electronics Corporation, and General Motors
Corporation'for Authority to Transfer of Control, CS Docket
No. 01-348

Dear Mr. Ferree:

On April 29, 2002, Dominion Video Satellite, Inc. ("Dominion") held a
meeting at the Federal Communications Commission with members of the
Commission's task force who are considering the above referenced application.
At the meeting, Dominion addressed the fact that, pursuant to its Direct Broadcast
Service Transponder Lease, Channel Use and Programming Agreement with
EchoStar Communications Corporation, Dominion's subscribers utilize the identical
receive equipment as is used by EchoStar's DISH subscribers. While the
conditional access system is common, subscribers are separately authorized for each
of the services.

The Commission recognizes that DIRECTV has a Distribution Agreement
with the National Rural Telecommunications Cooperative ("NRTC") by which the
NRTC is a distributor of DIRECTV's equipment and programming service.
Dominion notes the ex-parte letter filed by the parties to the above referenced
application on June 28, 2002 addressing their telephone conversation with
Commission staf'fmembers in which they responded to a request for additional
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detail on their post-merger transition plan with regard to existing NRTC
subscribers.

Although the agreement between DIRECTV and the NRTC may differ in
ways from the agreement between Dominion and EchoStar, the two agreements do
have common points. They both address programming and require the same
equipment to be used to receive the respective programming services, Le.
DIRECTVINRTC, DominionIDISH. Both DIRECTV and NRTC subscribers utilize
the same equipment as is true for those who subscribe to the program services of
both Dominion and DISH. Further, although the NRTC distributes DIRECTV's
programming service, Dominion subscribers, who seek the more regular fare of
satellite programming services, also subscribe to DISH because the Dominion
programming service is primarily directed to religious programming. The
agreement between Dominion and EchoStar recognizes the inter-relationship of
each provider's programming.

Given the recent communication between the parties to the above referenced
application for transfer of control and the Commission staff regarding the NRTC
subscribers, Dominion renews its request that, should the Commission grant the
application for authority to transfer control, it include a condition on subscriber
receive equipment that requires Dominion's subscribers to be treated
commensurate with DISH's own subscribers. Further, the conditional access
system to be used by a merged entity is to be made available for common use by
Dominion as is the present EchoStar conditional access system. The requested
conditions will serve the public interest by assuring that the hundreds of thousands
of Dominion viewers will continue to be served with the programming of their
choice.

Very truly yours,

/.M -f/?~~
(//// A/),.--- ~ -,;- ~

Marvin Rosenberg
Counsel for Dominion Video
Satellite, Inc.

cc: Jim Bird
David Sappington
Barbara Esbin
Julius Knapp
JoAnn Lucanik
Royce Dickens Sherlock
Donald Stockdale
Douglas Webbink
Marcia Glauberman
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July 9, 2002

W. Kenneth Ferree
Chief, Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20054

MARVIN ROSENBERG
202457-7147
mrosAnbe@lhklew.com

Re: Consolidated Application of EchoStar Communications
Corporation, Hughes Electronics Corporation, and General Motors
Corporation'for Authority to Transfer of Control, CS Docket
No. 01-348

Dear Mr. Ferree:

On April 29, 2002, Dominion Video Satellite, Inc. ("Dominion") held a
meeting at the Federal Communications Commission with members of the
Commission's task force who are considering the above referenced application.
At the meeting, Dominion addressed the fact that, pursuant to its Direct Broadcast
Service Transponder Lease, Channel Use and Programmjng Agreement with
EchoStar Communications Corporation, Dominion's subscribers utilize the identical
receive equipment as is used by EchoStar's DISH subscribers. While the
conditional access system is common, subscribers are separately authorized for each
of the services.

The Commission recognizes that DIRECTV has a Distribution AgTeement
with the National Rural Telecommunications Cooperative ("NRTC") by which the
NRTC is a distributor ofDIRECTV's equipment and programming service_
Dominion notes the ex-parte letter filed by the parties to the above referenced
application on June 28, 2002 addressing their telephone conversation with
Commission staff members in which they responded to a request for additional

--'--' ._-----------
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detail on their post-merger transition plan with regard to existing NRTC
subscribers.

Although the agreement between DIRECTV and the NRTC may differ in
ways from the agreement between Dominion and EchoStar, the two agreements do
have common points. They both address programming and require the same
equipment to be used to receive the respective programming services, i.e.
DIRECTVINRTC, DominionIDISH. Both DIRECTV and NRTC subscribers utilize
the same equipment as is true for those who subscribe to the program services of
both Dominion and DISH. Further, although the NRTC distributes DIRECTV's
programming service, Dominion subscribers, who seek the more regular fare of
satellite programming services, also subscribe to DISH because the Dominion
programming service is primarily directed to religious programming. The
agreement between Dominion and EchoStar recognizes the inter-relationship of
each provider's programming.

Given the recent communication between the parties to the above referenced
application for transfer of control and the Commission staff regarding the NRTC
subscribers, Dominion renews its request that, should the Commission grant the
application for authority to transfer control, it include a condition on subscriber
receive equipment that requires Dominion's subscribers to be treated
commensurate with DISH's own subscribers. Further, the conditional access
system to be used by a merged entity is to be made available for common use by
Dominion as is the present EchoStar conditional access system. The requested
conditions will serve the public interest by assuring that the hundreds of thousands
ofDominion viewers will continue to be served with the progra.mming of their
choice.

Very truly yours,

191~~
Marvin Rosenberg
Counsel for Dominion Video
Satellite, Inc.

cc: JimBird
David Sappington
Barbara Esbin
Julius Knapp
JoAnn Lucanik
Royce Dickens Sherlock
Donald Stockdale
Douglas Webbink
Marcia Glauberman
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July 9, 2002

W. Kenneth Ferree
Chief, Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20054

MARVIN ROSENBElt.G
202-457·7147
mro~.com

Re: Consolidated Application of EchoStar Communications
Corporation, Hughes Electronics Corporation, and General Motors
Corporation-for Authority to Transfer of Control, CS Docket
No. 01-348

Dear Mr. Ferree:

On April 29, 2002, Dominion Video Satellite, Inc. ("Dominion") held a
meeting at the Federal Communications Commission with members of the
Commission's task force who are considering the above referenced application.
At the meeting, Dominion addressed the fact that, pursuant to its Direct Broadcast
Service Transponder Lease, Channel Use and Programming Agreement with
EchoStar Communications Corporation, Dominion's subscribers utilize the identical
receive equipment as is used by EchoStar's DISH subscribers. While the
conditional access system is common, subscribers are separately authorized for each
of the services.

The Commission recognizes that DIRECTV has a Distribution Agreement
with the National Rural Telecommunications Cooperative ("NRTC") by which the
NRTC is a distributor ofDIRECTV's equipment and programming service.
Dominion notes the ex-parte letter filed by the parties to the above referenced
application on June 28, 2002 addressing their telephone conversation with
Commission staffmembers in which they responded to a request for additional

---- -------------------



Jul-09-0Z 04:59pm From-HOLLAND &KNIGHT LLP 7 SOUTH
L.w Ollicas

HOLLAND & KNIGHT LLP

200 South OtOllge Avenue, Suite 2600
P.O. Box 1525 (ZIP 32802-1526)
Orlando, Florida 32801

407·425-8500
FAX 407-244-5288
h~~twww.hklaw.com

FACSIMILE

+ZOZ9555564
AnmpclIs
A1Ionlaae_­IlradenlDn
Chi<ago
FOIl Lauderdale
JacIcsoINIUo
Lal<eland
Los Angeles
MsIbCllrne
....lIIT1i
NewYOO<

FlI!InIIIonilI 0f50es:
c..a:os'--<l'f
A1OdeJlnl!llro

T-834 P.00I/004

Northem VIrgin;'
Orlando
Poniand
PItMdElI'1Q8
san Antonio
San FranoIsa>s_
StP_urg
TaJahassee
Tampa
WashingItln, D.C.
We&lPalm_

F-768

TO:
Royce Dickens Sherlock

NAME

CITY

FROM:
Marvin Rosenberg

NAME

FCC
COMPANYIFlRM

STATE

(202) 457-7147
TELEPHONE

(202) 418-0232
FAX NUMBER

(TELEPHONE NUMBER)

4
TOTAL PAGES (Including Cover Sheet)

FOR THE RECORD:
DATE. July 9, 2002

FAXED BY;

URGENCY. 0 SupER RUSH o RUSH

ClJENT NAME;

o REGULAR

CONFIRMED. 0 YES 0 NO

Ifyou did not receive all of
the pages or find that they
are illegible, please call
(407) 244-5208

MESSAGE:

NAME: TIME:
CONFmENT1ALlTY NOTICE: This fac:simile, a!oQg with lU>,Y dOCUlllelltB, file., or
atw;'m..-, may contaiz>. iDformation that is coullclential. privilegod, or otherwise_t from cIisclo=. Ifyou ... not the intended recipient or a _ rupDIISibIe
COr dalivering it '" the intended nc:ipient, you "'" hereby J>DtllIed that ""'" dloclosurc.
copying, printing. distribution or use of any infonnation contained in or attaehed to
tlU. facsimile is amet!y prolu'bitcd, If you have received this facsimile in onor,
please imtMdiataly notify us by fac:simile or by telephone coIIoet at the numbera
stilted above, and destroy the Ofisinal r'rsimjle aud its attachments without reading.
printis. or savini inR mannar. Your cooper:tion Is appreciated. 1'ha.Dk.1OU.



Ju/-Oi-OZ 04~;g~m FrQm·~allANO I KNIG~i llP TSOUiH +1018555564 T-834 P.DD4/DD4 F-767
r-~~ -~._-- ~ -- - -------~------

: {@~ Federal Communicotions Commission

The FCC Acknowledges Receipt of Comments From ...
Dominion Video Satellite, Inc.
.••and Thank You for Your Comments

Inmate II Subl!lJ~l] ISearch ECFS IReturn 10 ECFS Home Page

Your Confirmatiou Number Is: '200279975324 .

Dale Received: Jul 9 2002

Docket: 01.348

Number of Files Transmitted: 1

FileName File Type File Size
(bytes)

APPLICATION Microsoft Word 35329

I DISCLOSURE I
This confirmation verifies that ECFS has received and
accepted your filing. However, your rIling will be rejected
by ECFS if it contains macros, passwords, redlinlng,
read-only formatting, a virus or automated links to
source documents that is not included with your rIling.
Filers are encouraged to retrieve and view their filing
within 24 hours of receipt of this confirmation. For
any problems contact tbe Help Desk at 202-418-0193.

..

FCC Home Page Cor.missioners .. • Flndmg Info

updated 02111102

hnp:llgullfoss2.fcc.gov/cgi-binlwebsqllprodlecfslupload_v2.hts 7/912002

-_.~_._----------------------------------



Jul-09-02 04:59pm From-HOLLAND I KNIGHT LLP 7 SOUTH

W. Kenneth Ferree
July 9, 2002
Page 2

+2029555564 T-m P.003/004 F-767

detail on their post-merger transition plan with regard to existing NRTC
subscribers.

Although the agreement between DIRECTV and the NRTC may differ in
ways from the agreement between Dominion and EchoStar, the two agreements do
have common points. They both address programmjng and require the same
equipment to be used to receive the respective programming services, i.e.
DffiECTVINRTC, DominionIDISH. Both DIRECTV and NRTC subscribers utilize
the same equipment as is true for those who subscribe to the program services of
both Dominion and DISH. Further, although the NRTC distributes DIRECTV's
programming service, Dominion subscribers, who seek the more regular fare of
satellite programming services, also subscribe to DISH because the Dominion
programming service is primarily directed to religious programmjng. The
agreement between Dominion and EchoStar recognizes the inter-relationship of
each provider's programming.

Given the recent communication between the parties to the above referenced
application for transfer of control and the Commission staff regarding the NRTC
subscribers, Dominion renews its request that, should the Commission grant the
application for authority to transfer control, it include a condition on subscriber
receive equipment that requires Dominion's subscribers to be treated
commensurate with DISH's own subscribers. Further, the conditional access
system to be used by a merged entity is to be made available for common use by
Dominion as is the present EchoStar conditional access system. The requested
conditions will serve the public interest by assuring that the hundreds of thousands
ofDominion viewers will continue to be served with the programming of their
choice.

Very truly yours,

~~~
Marvin Rosenberg
Counsel for Dominion Video
Satellite, Inc.

cc: Jim Bird
David Sappington
Barbara Esbin
Julius Knapp
JoAnn Lucanik
Royce Dickens Sherlock
Donald Stockdale
Douglas Webbink
Marcia Glauberman
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July 9, 2002

W. Kenneth Ferree
Chief, Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20054

MAll.VINROSENBERG
202-457-7147
mrosenbe@hklaw.com

Re: Consolidated Application of EchoStar Communications
Corporation, Hughes Electronics Corporation, and General Motors
Corporation-for Authority to Transfer of Control, CS Docket
No. 01-348

Dear Mr. Ferree:

On Apri129, 2002, Dominion Video Satellite, Inc. ("Dominion") held a
meeting at the Federal Communications Commission with members of the
Commission's task force who are considering the above referenced application.
At the meeting, Dominion addressed the fact that, pursuant to its Direct Broadcast
Service Transponder Lease, Channel Use and Programming Agreement with
EchoStar Communications Corporation, Dominion's subscribers utilize the identical
receive equipment as is used by EchoStar's DISH subscribers. While the
conditional access system is COIDInon, subscribers are separately authorized for each
of the services.

The Commission recognizes that DIRECTV has a Distribution Agreement
with the National Rural Telecommunications Cooperative C'NRTC") by which the
NRTC is a distributor ofDIRECTV's equipment and programming service.
Dominion notes the ex-parte letter filed by the parties to the above referenced
application on June 28, 2002 addressing their telephone conversation with
Commission staff members in which they responded to a request for additional
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detail on their post-merger transition plan with regard to existing NRTC
subscribers_

Although the agreement between DIRECTV and the NRTC may differ in
ways from the agreement between Dominion and EchoStar, the two agreements do
have common points. They both address programming and require the same
equipment to be used to receive the respective programming services, i.e.
DmECTVINRTC, DominionJDISH. Both DIRECTV and NRTC subscribers utilize
the same equipment as is true for those who subscribe to the program services of
both Dominion and DISH. Further, although the NRTC distributes DIRECTV's
programming service, Dominion subscribers, who seek the more regular fare of
satellite programming services, also subscribe to DISH because the Dominion
programming service is primarily directed to religious programming. The
agreement between Dominion and EchoStar recognizes the inter-relationship of
each provider's programming.

Given the recent communication between the parties to the above referenced
application for transfer of control and the Commission staff regarding the NRTC
subscribers, Dominion renews its request that, should the Commission grant the
application for authority to transfer control, it include a condition on subscriber
receive equipment that requires Dominion's subscribers to be treated
commensurate with DISH's own subscribers. Further, the conditional access
system to be used by a merged entity is to be made available for common use by
Dominion as is the present EchoStar conditional access system. The requested
conditions will serve the public interest by assuring that the hundreds of thousands
of Dominion viewers will continue to be served with the programming of their
choice.

Very truly yours,

~~r~
Counsel for Dominion Video
Satellite, Inc.

cc: Jim Bird
David Sappington
Barbara Esbin
Julius Knapp
JoAnn Lucanik
Royce Dickens Sherlock
Donald Stockdale
Douglas Webbink
Marcia Glauberman
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MAllVIN ROSENBERG
202-'157-7147
mrosenbe@hkla:w.com

Re: Consolidated Application ofEchoStar Communications
Corporation, Hughes Electronics Corporation, and General Motors
Corporation-for Authority to Transfer of Control, CS Docket
No. 01-348

Dear Mr. Ferree:

On April 29, 2002, Dominion Video Satellite, Inc. ("Dominion") held a
meeting at the Federal Communications Commission with members of the
Commission's task force who are considering the above referenced application.
At the meeting, Dominion addressed the fact that, pursuant to its Direct Broadcast
Service Transponder Lease, Channel Use and Programming Agreement with
EchoStar Communications Corporation, Dominion's subscribers utilize the identical
receive equipment as is used by EchoStar's DISH subscribers. While the
conditional access system is common, subscribers are separately authorized for each
of the services.

The Commission recognizes that DIRECTV has a Distribution Agreement
with the National Rural Telecommunications Cooperative (''NRTC'') by which the
NRTC is a distributor ofDIRECTV's equipment and programming service.
Dominion notes the ex-parte letter filed by the parties to the above referenced
application on June 28, 2002 addressing their telephone conversation with
Commission staff members in which they responded to a request for additional

-----------------------
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detail on their post-merger transition plan with regard to existing NRTC
subscribers.

Although the agreement between DIRECTV and the NRTC may differ in
ways from the agreement between Dominion and EchoStar, the two agreements do
have common points. They both address programming and require the same
equipment to be used to receive the respective programming services, i.e.
DIRECTVINRTC, DominionIDISH. Both DIRECTV and NRTC subscribers utilize
the same equipment as is true for those who subscribe to the program services of
both Dominion and DISH. Further, although the NRTC distributes DIRECTV's
programming service, Dominion subscribers, who seek the more regular fare of
satellite programming services, also subscribe to DISH because the Dominion
programming service is primarily directed to religious programming. The
agreement between Dominion and EchoStar recognizes the inter-relationship of
each provider's programming.

Given the recent communication between the parties to the above referenced
application for transfer of control and the Commission staffregarding the NRTC
subscribers, Dominion renews its request that, should the Commission grant the
application for authority to transfer control, it include a condition on subscriber
receive equipment that requires Dominion's subscribers to be treated
commensurate with DISH's own subscribers. Further, the conditional access
system to be used by a merged entity is to be made available for common use by
Dominion as is the present EchoStar conditional access system. The requested
conditions will serve the public interest by assuring that the hundreds of thousands
of Dominion viewers will continue to be served with the programming of their
choice.

Very truly yours,

;JIJ~~
Marvin Rosenberg
Counsel for Dominion Video
Satellite. Inc.

cc: JimBird
David Sappington
Barbara Esbin
Julius Knapp
JoAnn Lucanik
Royce Dickens Sherlock
Donald Stockdale
Douglas Webbink
Marcia Glauberman
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July 9, 2002

W. Kenneth Ferree
Chief, Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20054

MARVlN IlOSENBBJtG
202-457·7147
mrosenbe@bklaw,com

Re: Consolidated Application ofEchoStar Communications
Corporation, Hughes Electronics Corporation, and General Motors
Corporation-for Authority to Transfer of Control, CS Docket
No. 01-348

Dear Mr. Ferree:

On April 29, 2002, Dominion Video Satellite, Inc. ("Dominion") held a
meeting at the Federal Communications Commission with members of the
Commission's task force who are considering the above referenced application.
At the meeting, Dominion addressed the fact that, pursuant to its Direct Broadcast
Service Transponder Lease, Channel Use and Programming Agreement with
EchoStar Communications Corporation, Dominion's subscribers utilize the identical
receive equipment as is used by EchoStar's DISH subscribers. While the
conditional access system is common, subscribers are separately authorized for each
of the services.

The Commission recognizes that DIRECTV has a Distribution Agreement
with the National Rural Telecommunications Cooperative (''NRTC'') by which the
NRTC is a distributor of DIRECTVs equipment and programming service.
Dominion notes the ex-parte letter filed by the parties to the above referenced
application on June 28, 2002 addressing their telephone conversation with
Commission staffmembers in which they responded to a request for additional
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detail on their post-merger transition plan with regard to existing NRTC
subscribers.

Although the agreement between DIRECTV and the NRTC may differ in
ways from the agreement between Dominion and EchoStar, the two agreements do
have common points. They both address programmjng and require the same
equipment to be used to receive the respective programming services, Le.
DIRECTVINRTC, DominionIDISH. Both DIRECTV and NRTC subscribers utilize
the same equipment as is true for those who subscribe to the program services of
both Dominion and DISH. Further, although the NRTC distributes DIRECTV's
programming service, Dominion subscribers, who seek the more regular fare of
satellite programming services, also subscribe to DISH because the Dominion
programming service is primarily directed to religious programming. The
agreement between Dominion and EchoStar recognizes the inter-relationship of
each provider's programming.

Given the recent communication between the parties to the above referenced
application for transfer of control and the Commission staff regarding the NRTC
subscribers, Dominion renews its request that, should the Commission grant the
application for authority to transfer control, it include a condition on subscriber
receive equipment that requires Dominion's subscribers to be treated
commensurate with DISH's own subscribers. Further, the conditional access
system to be used by a merged entity is to be made available for common use by
Dominion as is the present EchoStar conditional access system. The requested
conditions will serve the public interest by assuring that the hundreds of thousands
of Dominion viewers will continue to be served with the programming of their
choice.

Very truly yours,

IM~~
Marvin Rosenberg
Counsel for Dominion Video
Satellite, Inc.

cc: Jim Bird
David Sappington
Barbara Esbin
Julius Knapp
JoAnn Lucanik
Royce Dickens Sherlock
Donald Stockdale
Douglas Webbink
Marcia Glauberman

.._.__._--------------------------------
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July 9, 2002

W. Kenneth Ferree
Chief, Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20054

MAB.VIN ROSENBERG
202-457-710&7
mrosenbe@hklaw.com

Re: Consolidated Application ofEchoStar Communications
Corporation, Hughes Electronics Corporation, and General Motors
Corporation-for Authority to Transfer of Control, CS Docket
No. 01-348

Dear Mr. Ferree:

On April 29, 2002, Dominion Video Satellite, Inc. ("Dominion") held a
meeting at the Federal Communications Commission with members of the
Commission's task force who are considering the above referenced application.
At the meeting, Dominion addressed the fact that, pursuant to its Direct Broadcast
Service Transponder Lease, Channel Use and Programming Agreement with
EchoStar Communications Corporation, Dominion's subscribers utilize the identical
receive equipment as is used by EchoStar's DISH subscribers. While the
conditional access system is common, subscribers are separately authorized for each
of the services.

The Commission recognizes that DIRECTV has a Distribution Agreement
with the National Rural Telecommunications Cooperative ("NRTC") by which the
NRTC is a distributor ofDIRECTV's equipment and programming service.
Dominion notes the ex-parte letter filed by the parties to the above referenced
application on June 28, 2002 addressing their telephone conversation with
Commission staffmembers in which they responded to a request for additional

----_._-------------------------
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